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XV SUMMIT OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT

Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt

11th to 16th of July 2009
Speech by H.E. President Mohamed Hosni Mubarak before the Opening Session of the 15th Summit of the Non-Aligned Movement
___________________________
Brothers and Sisters Leaders of the Non-Aligned States and Observer States,
Honored Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I welcome you all to Sharm El-Sheikh, the City of Peace, and I look forward to your contribution to the success of this important summit so that its deliberations and results may give a new impetus to the Non-Aligned Movement, strengthening its role in the achievement of peace, security and stability in the world, and realizing our common aspirations for growth and development in the interests of our states and peoples.

I especially salute President Raul Castro, and express our appreciation for the great efforts exerted by Cuba during its Presidency of the Non-Aligned Movement, in defense of our positions and interests at international forums, and as a continuation of the constructive role played by this friendly country over the history of the Movement.

I also offer a similar salute to Mr. Ban Ki-Moon, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, and commend him for his keenness to attend this summit, and for his cooperation and coordination with the Non-Aligned States, in fulfillment of the common principles and objectives of the Movement and the international organization's Charter.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This summit is being convened after almost 50 years since the establishment of the Movement, during which the world has witnessed numerous changes, which brought an end to the Cold War, and moved the international order into a different stage based on interdependence, and presents us with new realties and challenges.

We recall together the questions raised by some regarding the future of the Movement after the end of the bipolar world, and we recall together how the Movement dealt with this new international order; how it was able to adapt to these changes, and, at the same time, preserve the core of its objectives, fundamentals and principles. 

Achieving this adaptation, and protecting our goals, fundamentals and principles is an existing challenge and continuing need, and we must take that into consideration as we deal with the new realities of international relations in a changing world buffeted by transformations and crisis. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

 This new reality was present in our minds as we chose the main theme of this Summit: “International Solidarity for Peace and Development. Peace and development remain at the heart of the Movement's objectives and goals. The path to them requires the strengthening of international solidarity and constructive cooperation between all nations and peoples in order to overcome the challenges, threats and dangers to international peace and security, as well as the barriers, problems and difficulties confronting development efforts.

We are all aware of the threats to international peace and security, posed by the dangers of terrorism, weapons of mass destruction, and the decline of the non-proliferation regime, in addition to numerous armed conflicts, and areas of tension, as well as issues which have long awaited a just resolution, at the forefront of which are the Palestinian Issue, and the issue of comprehensive peace in the Middle East.

We are all experiencing the problems of growth and development in our countries, and confronting internal difficulties and challenges, as well as numerous international crises externally in a world that has witnessed the decline of borders and barriers, and we bear most of the brunt of their consequences, pressures and suffering. In this context, I would like to note the crisis in the rise of the prices of principle foodstuffs last year, and the current global economic crisis, in addition to our being impacted by the phenomenon of climate change, as well as the difficulties we face in financing development, and the challenges before us as we deal with the issue of energy supply and food security.

The Movement must deal with the current international reality in a manner characterized by efficacy and initiative, and we have in the principles, fundamentals and flexibility of our movement the means to do so. We are calling for a new international political, economic, and commercial order; an order that is more just and balanced; one free of discrimination and double-standards, and which achieves the interests of all; one which takes into the consideration the concerns and priorities of developing countries, and establishes democracy as the basis for engagement between rich and poor states, as well as achieving balanced representation for the developing world in the agencies of international organizations, in existing financial institutions, in global economic decision-making mechanisms, and in the principle international groups, such as the G-8, and the G-20.

Yes, we in the Non-Aligned Movement seek justice and peace. We strive for growth and development, and a better future for our peoples, and for the world. Before this summit are numerous important and relevant issues. Before us  are the issues of regional and international peace and security, as well as the reform and revitilization of the role of the United Nations, and the issues of disarmament and non-proliferation. Before us are the issues of confronting extremism, terrorism, organized crime and human trafficking, as well as the issues of the environment, and women's and youth's empowerment, in addition to expanding the scope of social justice in our societies. Before us are the issues of the reform, and development of infrastructure, and educational and health services infrastructure, as well as other priority issues.

We face together common challenges, which require that we support coordination between us, in the context of South-South cooperation. They also require continued dialogue with our international partners, in the context of North-South cooperation. We must make the positions of the States of the Movement known to those partners around the world in a clear voice, as was done by myself and other leaders of the States of the Movement during the latest meeting of the Group of Eight Industrialized countries in Italy, in defense of the interests of the developing world in general, and the least-developed states in particular, and especially the states of Africa.

Brothers and Sisters the Leaders of the States of the Movement, 
Heads of Delegations,
 Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Today Egypt is taking up the Presidency of the Movement with the determination to achieve its goals, and promote its values and principles. Egypt was among the founding states of the Non-Aligned Movement, and will continue to defend the stances, priorities and interests of its states. 

I assure you all of Egypt's aspiration to cooperate with you during its presidency of the Non-Aligned Movement. Egypt will commit itself to neutrality and transparency, and will expend her utmost effort to defend our common interests in international organizations, forums and groups in line with the decisions of the Movement's summits, its ministerial meetings, and the positions of the Non-Aligned States.

This summit represents an excellent opportunity for fruitful dialogue for the Movement to develop its visions and positions on issues of international concern, and to activate its role on the international arena in a manner that preserves its principles, and, at the same time, responds to the changes and challenges of the current international situation.

We all aspire to a better life for current and future generations. We aspire to peace, security, stability and development. We aspire to greater cooperation and coordination between us, and to a real partnership with states outside of the Movement; an effective partnership where words are matched by deeds, and which establishes the foundations for serious international solidarity for peace and development, reflecting the main theme of this summit.

I welcome you all again to Egypt.

Peace be upon you, and God's mercy and blessings.

________________________________________
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