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15th SUMMIT CONFERENCE OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT

Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt

11th to 16th of July 2009
SPECIAL DECLARATION OF THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE NON - ALIGNED MOVEMENT ON THE NECESSITY OF ENDING THE ECONOMIC, COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL EMBARGO IMPOSED BY THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AGAINST CUBA

ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ
The Heads of State and Government renew the Non Aligned Movement’s commitment to defend, preserve and promote the UN Charter and International Law. 

They firmly reiterate their rejection to the adoption and implementation of extra-territorial or unilateral coercive measures or laws, including unilateral economic sanctions or other illegal measures contrary to international law that seek to exert pressure on Non-Aligned Countries so as to prevent them from exercising their right to decide, by their own free will, their own political, economic and social systems. In this context, they call on all States to refrain from recognizing such measures or laws, which undermine the principles enshrined in the UN Charter and International Law, and severely threaten the freedom of trade, navigation and investment.

The Heads of State and Government stress that under no circumstances people should be deprived of their own means of subsistence and development.

The economic, commercial and financial embargo imposed by the United States of America against the Republic of Cuba has been in place for 50 years. Seventy per cent of Cubans have been born under the embargo. 

The Heads of State and Government express their concern over the continuation of that long-standing unilateral policy with extraterritorial effects, even after it has been consistently rejected by the overwhelming majority of States.

In addition to the 17 resolutions already adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on the necessity of ending the embargo against Cuba, numerous other declarations and resolutions of different Governments, and intergovernmental forums and bodies, including for many years the Non Aligned Movement, have clearly expressed the rejection by the international community and public opinion to the continuation of that policy. 

The extraterritorial nature of the embargo, institutionalized and systematized by the Torricelli and Helms-Burton Acts, has brought about serious additional damages to the Cuban economy in its economic relations with third countries and with subsidiaries of United States enterprises over the two last decades. 
In this connection, the Heads of State and Government urge once again the Government of the United States of America to immediately put an end to the economic, commercial and financial embargo against Cuba which, in addition to being unilateral and contrary to the UN Charter and international law, and to the principle of neighbourliness, is causing huge human suffering and material losses and economic and financial damage that has negatively impacted on the welfare and well-being of the people of Cuba. They further urge the government of the United States of America to immediately fully comply with all the Resolutions of the UN General Assembly, related to the necessity of ending the economic, commercial and financial embargo imposed by the United States of America against Cuba. 
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