Report by Malaysia, in its capacity as the Outgoing Chair of the Non-Aligned Movement, on the Activities of the Movement during its Chairmanship 

February 2003-September 2006

A. Introduction

1. Upon receiving the mantle of the Chairmanship of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) from the Republic of South Africa, which was formalised on 24 February 2003 in Kuala Lumpur on the occasion of the XIII NAM Summit, Malaysia and with the support and contributions of the NAM Member Countries has played its role by implementing the decisions and recommendations adopted by the Heads of State or Government of NAM at the Kuala Lumpur Summit, by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of NAM at their various Meetings and Conferences in New York (September 2003, 2004 and 2005), in Durban (August 2004), in Doha (June 2005) and in Putrajaya (May 2006), by the Ministers of Labour of NAM at their Annual Informal Meetings in Geneva (June 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006), by the Ministers responsible for Women Affairs of NAM at their Meeting in Putrajaya in May 2005, by the Ministers responsible for Information Affairs of NAM at their Meeting in Kuala Lumpur in November 2005. 

2. Malaysia has chaired and coordinated the activities and initiatives of NAM from February 2003 until September 2006, bearing fully in mind, and in following the footsteps of the illustrious preceding Chair Countries of the Movement, of the need to continue to revitalise NAM, generate and implement the necessary measures to further enhance its effectiveness, efficiency and credibility as well as relevance as a forum of the developing countries. These were pursued primarily through the good offices of the Chairman, the Chairman at the Ministerial level, the Troika and Former Chair Countries; the Coordinating Bureau in New York and its Working Groups and others mechanisms; the Joint Coordinating Committee (JCC) of NAM and the Group of Seventy-seven (G-77) and China; and the Chapters in Geneva, The Hague and Vienna. 

3. The key activities and initiatives of the Movement during the Chairmanship of Malaysia are as follows:

B. Activities of the Chairman of NAM and the Chairman of NAM at the Ministerial level 

United Nations

4. Following the XIII Summit, the Chairman of the Movement, the then-Prime Minister of Malaysia, reported on the outcomes of the Summit in his address to the 58th Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations (UNGA) in September 2003. His successor, The Hon. Dato’ Seri Abdullah Haji Ahmad Badawi, addressed the 59th UNGA Session and the High-Level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly in September 2004 and September 2005, respectively, wherein he conveyed some of the key concerns of NAM on current issues of importance to its Member Countries. Similarly, The Hon. Dato’ Seri Syed Hamid Albar, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Malaysia, in his capacity as Chairman at the Ministerial level, addressed the 60th UNGA Session in September 2005. 

5. During their Chairmanship, the Prime Minister and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Malaysia have held meetings annually on the margins of the General Debate of the General Assembly, as well as have had conversations and exchanged letters, on a regular basis, with H.E. Mr. Kofi A. Annan, UN Secretary-General concerning various issues and developments affecting the NAM Member Countries. In addition, they have conveyed the concerns and interests of the Movement on peace and security issues under the UN agenda to their counterparts from among the Security Council members. 

North South Dialogue

6. The Chairman of NAM, participated in the inaugural Enlarged Dialogue Meeting of the Annual Summit of the Group of Eight (G8) under the Presidency of France in Evian-les-Bains, France on 2 June 2003. The Chairman, along with a number of leaders of developing countries, had a frank and useful exchange of views with the G8 leaders. He took the opportunity to convey, in a written message to the leaders of the G8, through its President (President Chirac of France), the positions of the Movement on international peace and security, international terrorism, disarmament and non-proliferation, democracy and good governance, human rights, the special needs of and the critical economic situation in Africa, trade and economic issues, and financial, investment and monetary issues. The commendable French initiative, which was the first ever to be undertaken by a presidency of the G8, afforded an opportunity for the leaders of developing countries to put across the views of the South on issues of importance to them directly to the G8 leaders before decisions that could affect the developing countries were made. The Chairman continued to transmit similar messages, on behalf of the Movement, to the G8 leaders on the occasion of their subsequent annual Summits, which were held in Sea Island, United States; Gleneagles, United Kingdom; and St. Petersburg, Russian Federation in 2004, 2005 and 2006, respectively. 

7. In addition to interaction between the Chairman and the G8 Presidents, the NAM Ministerial Troika, consistent with the practice established during Colombia’s Chairmanship, continued to meet annually with their EU Troika counterparts on the margins of the General Debate of the 58th, 59th and 60th UNGA Sessions of in 2003, 2004 and 2005, respectively. In general, the Ministers exchanged views on questions relating to UN reform; disarmament, non-proliferation and peaceful uses of nuclear energy; the Millennium Development Goals and Financing for Development; human rights and fundamental freedoms; the International Criminal Court; the Middle East Peace Process; international terrorism; and follow-up to and implementation of the outcome of major UN summits and conferences. The NAM Troika Ministers have utilised those occasions to put across to their EU counterparts the positions and concerns of the Movement on the above-mentioned issues, while appreciating those of the EU, in a frank and friendly atmosphere. Both sides expressed their satisfaction with the outcome of their meetings and agreed to continue with this annual exercise with a shorter list of agenda items in future meetings so as to ensure a more in-depth and focused discussion, with a view to generate a better appreciation of each other’s positions and concerns. The NAM Troika Ministers have also utilised those occasions to establish dialogue with the EU, as a member of the International Quartet, in an effort to salvage the Roadmap and to push the Peace Process forward.

8. Aside from the Presidencies of the G8 and the EU Troika Ministers, the Chairmanship has interacted on a regular basis, through bilateral meetings, conversations and exchange of letters, with the leaders and Ministers of the Permanent Members of the UN Security Council concerning various issues of concern to NAM and its Member Countries, in particular the situation in the Middle East, in particular Iraq, Lebanon and Palestine.

Meetings and Conferences of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of NAM

9. In accordance with the Cartagena Document on Methodology, the NAM Foreign Ministers, under the Chairmanship of The Hon. Dato’ Seri Syed Hamid Albar, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Malaysia, met on six occasions under the established and ad hoc framework, as follows:

10. Annual Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of NAM, New York, 2003-2005 (held on the margins of the General Debate of the regular sessions of the General Assembly)

(a) 26 September 2003 (58th UNGA Session): The Meeting was held in an interactive format on the theme “Challenges to and prospects for multilateralism.” Among the issues discussed were the vital importance of multilateralism and the centrality of the UN in the international system, the proposed establishment by the Secretary-General of an eminent persons group concerning UN Reform, the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), international economic and trade issues following the outcome of the Ministerial Meeting of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) in Cancun, cooperation and coordination between NAM and the G-77 under the framework of the JCC and the vital importance of continuing the revitalisation of NAM. At the end of the Meeting, a Declaration was adopted by the Ministers. 

(b) 29 September 2004 (59th UNGA Session): The Meeting was held in interactive format on the theme “Reforming the United Nations to meet global threats and challenges of the 21st century”. Among the issues discussed were UN reform, threats and challenges to peace and security posed by poverty, diseases, underdevelopment, non-adherence to international law and the UN Charter. The Ministers also exchanged views on ongoing revitalisation of NAM, its role in the private sector and non-governmental process. At the end of the meeting, a Chairman’s Statement was adopted by the Ministers. 

(c) 20 September 2005 (60th UNGA Session): As in the past, the Meeting was held in an interactive format on the theme “Follow-up to and implementation of the outcome of the High-Level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly”. Among the issues discussed were commitment to multilateralism, international security, economic development and social progress, disarmament, international terrorism and reform of the UN. The Meeting was also briefed on the preparations by Malaysia for the Ministerial Meeting of the NAM Coordinating Bureau, (Putrajaya, 27-30 May 2006), and the XIV NAM Summit (Havana 11-16 September 2006). No outcome document was adopted by the Ministers since they have just adopted a Declaration during their Special Meeting in Doha in June 2005. 

11. XIV Ministerial Conference of NAM, Durban, 17-19 August 2004

(a) The Conference, also referred to as the Mid-Term Review Conference, was held 18 months after the XIII Summit in keeping with the requirement as stipulated in the Cartagena Document on Methodology, to discuss and review the implementation of the decisions and recommendations made by the Heads of State or Government of NAM during their XIII Summit, as well as to deliberate on current international developments of concern to the Movement. In this regard, four outcome documents were adopted, namely the Final Document, the Durban Declaration on Multilateralism, the Statement on Palestine and the Declaration on the Gatumba Massacre. The Meeting also accepted Bosnia and Herzegovina as an Observer Country to the Movement. 

12. Special Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of NAM, Doha, 13 June 2005

(a) With the consent and generous assistance of the Government of the State of Qatar, the Special Meeting was on the margins of the Second South Summit. It provided an opportunity for the Ministers to finalise the Movement’s positions in relation to the High Level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly (2005 World Summit) in September 2005, following the publication of the Report of the Secretary General’s High Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change as well as his own Report entitled “In larger freedom: towards developments, security and human rights for all” and the Millennium Project Report. The Special Meeting adopted a Declaration, which encompassed various current issues of concern to NAM membership, such as commitment to multilateralism and the role of the UN thereof, peace and security, disarmament, international terrorism, UN reform, human rights and the rule of law. The Declaration has provided the Co-ordinating Bureau in New York with substantive elements for the UN Summit.

13. Ministerial Meeting of the NAM Co-ordinating Bureau, Putrajaya, 27-30 May 2006. 

(a) The Meeting focused its deliberations on the theme “Towards a more dynamic and cohesive Non-Aligned Movement: challenges of the 21st Century”. In the general debate, the Ministers discussed the challenges confronting NAM and its Member Countries, multilateralism, and measures to enhance the capacity of the Movement to respond effectively and in a timely manner on issues of common concern. The Meeting also discussed the preparations for the XIV Summit in Havana in September 2006. The Ministerial Meeting adopted five outcome documents at the end of the four-day meeting, namely the Final Document, the Declaration on Palestine, the Statement on the Islamic Republic of Iran’s Nuclear Issue, the Statement on the Earthquake in Indonesia and the Putrajaya Declaration on the Ministerial Meeting of the NAM Coordinating Bureau. The Meeting also accepted the application by Antigua and Barbuda and the Commonwealth of Dominica to become Member Countries of the Movement. 

14. Annual Informal Meetings of the Ministers of Labour of NAM, Geneva, 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006 (held on the margins of the annual Sessions of the International Labour Conference). 

(a) Following the handing over of the Chairmanship from The Hon. Mdladlana, Minister of Labour of South Africa, which was formalised during the Annual Informal Meeting on 9 June 2003, the Informal Meetings were chaired by The Hon. Dr. Fong Chan Onn, Minister of Human Resources of Malaysia, on the margins of the 91st, 92nd, 93rd and 94th Sessions of the International Labour Conference (ILC) in 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006, respectively. Among the labour-related issues discussed during those Meeting are as follows: 

• The challenges of unemployment and creation of employment opportunities, in particular for the youth, and the need to convene a Ministerial Meeting of NAM to address the challenges in creating employment for the youth. The latter could be considered if there is a NAM Member Country willing to host it. 

• Globalization - impact on employment and social dimension (following the publication of the report of the World Commission on the Social Dimension of Globalisation titled “A Fair Globalisation: Creating Opportunities for All” and the subsequent report by the Director-General of the ILO titled “A Fair Globalisation: The role of the ILO”).

• The protection of migrant workers and better management of migration.

• The application of labour standards.

• The abolishment of child labour.

• The problem of HIV/AIDS and the informal sector.

• The situation of workers in the Occupied Arab Territories.

• Human resources training and development.

• The role of the ILO, including its programme and budget, and the procedures and methods of work of its Committee on the Application of Standards (CAS).

(b) During their Informal Meeting in 2004, the Ministers endorsed a working paper containing proposals to improve the methods of works and procedures of the CAS, which was prepared by a group of 18 like-minded developing countries. Regrettably, the NAM-endorsed proposals were not considered by the Secretariat of the CAS. In 2005, the Chairman, as mandated by the Informal Meeting, met with the Director-General of the ILO, on the margins of the 93rd Session of the ILO, in order to convey the position of the Movement concerning the CAS. They have also subsequently given the mandate to their Ambassadors in Geneva to meet and further discuss this issue with the Director-General, with a view to enhance the transparency, objectivity and credibility of the CAS. That meeting was held, as and when necessary, in 2005 and 2006. 

15. NAM Ministerial Meeting on the Advancement of Women, Putrajaya, 7-10 May 2006

(a) The Meeting, the first ever for NAM, has provided the opportunity for the Ministers to share their experiences and exchanged views on best practices, achievements, addressing gaps and challenges in empowering women and achieving gender equality, as well as addressing the role and involvement of women in development and peace. The Meeting adopted the Putrajaya Declaration and Programme of Action on the Advancement of Women in NAM Member Countries, which contains various issues of concern to women, inter alia, in the areas of poverty and economic development, power and decision making, education, health, media and ICT, armed conflict, violence against women, and gender mainstreaming. The Meeting also recommended, for the consideration and endorsement of the Heads of State and Government of NAM at their XIV Summit, that the issue of the advancement of women be integrated into the mainstream programmes and activities of NAM and Malaysia’s initiative to establish a centre on gender and development for NAM.

16. Sixth Conference of Ministers of Information of the Non-Aligned Countries (COMINAC-VI), Kuala Lumpur, 19-22 November 2005 

(a) After a lapse of nine years following the conclusion of COMINAC-V in Abuja in September 1996, the Conference, with the theme “Advancing information and communication collaboration towards a more dynamic NAM”, has sought to advance and consolidate mutual cooperation in the field of information and communication of Member Countries in facing the challenges of globalisation, and to enhance South-South solidarity and prosperity. The Conference adopted the Kuala Lumpur Declaration on NAM Information and Communication Collaboration, which, among others, stressed on self-reliance and the need to intensify South-South cooperation in order to improve the information and communication infrastructure of Member Countries. The Conference also welcomed and supported Malaysia’s proposal to replace the Non-Aligned News Agencies Pool (NANAP) with a new mechanism known as the NAM News Network (NNN). 

17. Meetings of the NAM Ministerial Committee on Palestine, 2004-2006

(a) The members of the NAM Committee on Palestine are Algeria, Bangladesh, Colombia, Cuba, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Palestine, Senegal, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe. As Chairman of the Committee, Malaysia has convened four Ministerial Meetings of the Committee during its Chairmanship, namely in Putrajaya on 13 May 2004, in Durban on 18 August 2004, in New York on 19 September 2005 and in Putrajaya on 27 May 2006. In accordance with established practice and considering their important role in the UN ecurity Council in relation to the Palestinian question, the Ministers of Caucus members were also invited to participate in those Meetings. 

(b) The first meeting adopted a Communiqué, which outlined a number of measures to be taken by NAM in the context of its strong support for the Palestinian just cause, aimed at moving the Peace Process forward.

(c) The second meeting adopted a Statement which primarily welcomed the Advisory Opinion rendered by the International Court of Justice concerning the construction of the Separation Wall; called for further measures to be taken at the UN in compliance with the Advisory Opinion, pursuant to General Assembly resolution ES-10/15; called on the international community and the Quartet to exert efforts to salvage the Road Map, and to ensure that any Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza Strip should be a full and complete withdrawal and be part of the Road Map; stressed the vital role of NAM on this issue; and entrusted the Chair of NAM and the Committee to continue with the ongoing contact and dialogue with the Quartet, Permanent Members of the Security Council and other influential parties. 

(d) Pursuant to the decision by the Ministerial Committee at its two meetings in 2004, the Committee established contacts and dialogue, through its Ministerial Delegation on Palestine, with members of the International Quartet, Permanent Members of the Security Council and other parties influential in the Peace Process. The Delegation met with H.E. Mr. Jack Straw, Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs of the United Kingdom in London on 24 June 2005; H.E. Mr. Philippe Douste-Blazy, Foreign Minister of France and H.E. Mr. Sergey Lavrov, Foreign Minister of the Russian Federation separately in New York on 18 September 2005; and H.E. Mr. Li Zhaoxing, Foreign Minister of China and the UN Secretary General also separately in New York on 22 September 2005. The purpose of those meetings was to enable the Delegation to convey the position of the Movement, especially on the urgency of pushing the Peace Process forward, beginning with salvaging the Road Map, and the concerns of the Movement on the continuous construction of the Separation Wall and the illegal settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem. 

(e) The third meeting agreed on a number of measures, among others, called upon the Quartet to exert efforts to salvage the Road Map; and recommended to the Ministerial Meeting of the Coordinating Bureau for a common NAM position with respect to the proposed convening by Switzerland of the diplomatic conference of High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention and the register of damages to be prepared by the UN Secretary-General arising from the construction of the Separation Wall. 

(f) The final meeting of the Committee adopted a Declaration, which, among others, expressed deep concern at the hardships faced by the Palestinians as a result of the financial and political isolation by some members of the international community; called upon Israel to cease its withholding of tax revenues due to the Palestinian Authority; firmly rejected the collective punishment on the Palestinian people for democratically electing their representatives in the Legislative Council. 

18. Ministerial Meetings of the NAM Troika, 2003-2006

(a) Pursuant to the provisions of the Kuala Lumpur Declaration on Continuing the Revitalisation of the Movement, which, inter alia, called for the full and effective utilisation of all existing mechanisms and institutions, such as the Troika, seven Ministerial Meetings of the Troika (Cuba, Malaysia and South Africa) were held during the Chairmanship of Malaysia, namely in Paris on 2 May 2003; in New York in September 2003, 2004 and 2005; in Putrajaya on 13 May 2004; and in Hermanus, South Africa on 26 January 2006.

(b) The first meeting in Paris focused on the unilateral military actions against Iraq and the role of the UN in the post-war Iraq, the centrality of multilateralism in international relations, the Palestinian question, and follow-up to the KL Declaration on Continuing the Revitalisation of NAM. On Iraq, the Troika’s proposal that NAM should support Iraq did not enjoy consensus among the membership. 

(c) The Annual Meetings held on the margins of the General Debate of the UNGA in New York were held to coordinate the Troika Ministers preparations for their Annual Meetings with the EU Troika. 

(d) The Meeting in Putrajaya in May 2004 provided the Troika Ministers with the opportunity to discuss the situation in Palestine and Iraq, disarmament, revitalisation of NAM, and the preparations for the Ministerial Conferences/Meetings of NAM in Durban and New York. They agreed that these and other issues could be further addressed during the Conference in Durban with a view to building consensus within NAM, in the interest of enhancing its credibility and unity. 

(e) The final meeting in Hermanus was held primarily to review the preparations for the Ministerial Meeting of the Coordinating Bureau (Putrajaya, May 2006) and the XIV NAM Summit (Havana, September 2006). At the request of the Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Troika Ministers discussed with him on 27 January 2006, within the context of on-going consultations within the NAM, about the latest developments concerning Iran’s nuclear programme. The Ministers issued a joint statement following their meeting.

19. Meetings of the Troika and Former Chairs of NAM, 2003-2006

(a) During Malaysia’s Chairmanship, four meetings of the Troika and Former Chairs were held, including one at the Heads of State or Government level. The first meeting, at the Ministerial level, was held in New York in September 2003 focusing on the follow-up to the Kuala Lumpur Declaration on Continuing the Revitalisation of NAM. The second meeting was held in New York on 23 September 2004 where the Ministers of the Troika and Former Chairs have an informal exchange of views with members of the UN Secretary-General’s High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change. At that meeting, the NAM side conveyed the positions and concerns on issues related to peace and security, the threats to peace and security posed by underdevelopment and poverty, principles and norms of international law, and UN reform.

(b) Taking advantage of the presence of Heads of State and Government of NAM Member Countries for the 2005 World Summit, the Prime Minister of Malaysia organised, in his capacity as Chairman of NAM, on 13 September 2005 an informal discussion session with the Heads of State or Government/Heads of Delegation of members of the Troika and Former Chair Countries (Algeria, Colombia, Cuba, Egypt, India, Indonesia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Zambia and Zimbabwe), NAM Caucus in the Security Council (Benin, Philippines and the United Republic of Tanzania) and Chairman of the G-77 (Jamaica). They exchanged views in an informal manner on current issues of importance to the Movement in the context of UN reform and the World Summit, as well as the role, approaches and strategies of NAM in facing current and emerging global challenges in the context of the revitalisation of the Movement. 

(c) The final meeting of the Troika and Former Chairs, at the Ministerial level, held in Putrajaya on 27 May 2006 on the margins of the Ministerial Meeting of the NAM Coordinating Bureau, discussed and considered, inter alia, measures and initiatives that could further strengthen and coordinate the activities of the Movement. The meeting adopted a Communiqué which contains possible measures in that regard. 

Statements/Messages by the Chairmanship of NAM and Chairmanship of NAM at the Ministerial level

20. The following statements/messages were issued by the Chairman of NAM and Chairman of NAM at the Ministerial level:

(a) 25 May 2003: A message extended to the President of South Africa, in his capacity as Chairman of the African Union, on the occasion of the 40th Anniversary of the Africa Day, which, inter alia, expressed the continued solidarity of the Movement with the countries of Africa and reaffirmed the Movement’s long-standing commitment in assisting the African countries to address their various concerns and needs which could be achieved through the broadening and intensifying South-South co-operation. 

(b) 29 June 2003: A statement on the transfer of sovereignty from the Coalition Provisional Authority to the Interim Government of Iraq, stressing the importance of the role and involvement of the UN in the transition process, as well as in the reconstruction of Iraq. 

(c) 29 July 2003: A statement delivered at the 1st Ministerial Meeting of the Asian-African Sub-Regional Organisations Conference (AASROC-I) in Bandung, 29-30 July 2003 which, among others, supported the initiative to revive and strengthen Asian-African Cooperation within the framework of South-South African Cooperation, involving cooperation and collaboration between sub-regional organizations.

(d) 16 October 2003: A statement delivered at the opening session of the Tenth Summit Meeting of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC) in Putrajaya which, inter alia, stressed on the need to enhance cooperation and coordination between the two organisations in the interest of enhancing their clout and relevancy in international relations within the framework of the multilateral process.

(e) 1 December 2003: A message addressed to H.E. President Yasser Arafat of Palestine on the occasion of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian people, conveying the Movement’s continuing strong and resolute support for and solidarity with the people and leadership of Palestine in their continuing struggle for peace, freedom and an independent and sovereign state of Palestine.

(f) 16 April 2004: A message addressed to the leaders of the Quartet, namely the President of the United States, the Presidency of the European Union, the President of the Russian Federation and the UN Secretary-General, as well as the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, conveying the Movement’s deep concern at Israel’s unilateral disengagement plan from Gaza, which would jeopardize the Road Map, and urged the Quartet to expedite the full implementation of the Road Map in order to generate the necessary impetus for the Peace Process. 

(g) 7 June 2004: A message addressed to President George W. Bush of the United States, in his capacity as President of the Group of Eight Industrialized Countries (G8), on the occasion of the 30th Annual Summit of the G8 at Sea Island, Georgia, United States of America, conveying the positions and concerns of NAM on current issues of importance, while addressing the need for an enhanced dialogue between NAM and the G8 on issues that affect the developing countries. 

(h) 10 June 2004: A statement expressing NAM’s gratification at the Advisory Opinion rendered by the International Court of Justice (ICJ), which reflected the overwhelming sentiment the international community on the illegality of the construction of the Israeli Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, which should be dismantled.

(i) 29 September 2004: A keynote address made at the Annual Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of NAM in New York, which focussed on the role of and challenges faced by NAM, and the indispensable requirement to further solidify its unity, solidarity and cohesiveness.

(j) 29 November 2004: A message addressed to H.E. Mr. Rawhi Fattouh, Interim President of the Palestinian Authority on the occasion of the Commemoration of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, conveying the Movement’s continuing strong and resolute support for and solidarity with the people and leadership of Palestine in their continuing struggle for peace, freedom and independent sovereign state of Palestine. 

(k) 28 March 2005: A statement delivered at the opening of the Global Civil Society International Conference on Peace in Palestine, in Putrajaya which, inter alia, stressed on the constructive and meaningful role that global civil society could play in galvanizing popular support in promoting international efforts for a peaceful resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

(l) 9 May 2005: A keynote address made at the NAM Ministerial Meeting on the Advancement of Women in Putrajaya, which, inter alia, stressed the need for NAM to play a cardinal role by empowering women, through active participation and direct involvement in all spheres of development, as well as to identify specific and practical programmes to be undertaken at national, regional or international levels, to further promote the advancement of women in NAM countries.

(m) 12 May 2005: A message addressed to H.E. Micheline Calmy-Rey, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland, conveying NAM’s position on the “Legal consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory” to Switzerland, as the depositary of the Geneva Conventions. 

(n) 15 June 2005: A statement delivered at the Second South Summit in Doha, stressing the importance of reaffirming the commitment to promote and strengthen South-South cooperation and to work in close coordination to advance the positions of developing countries, as well as in addressing issues that are of importance and affecting both the NAM and the G77. 

(o) 3 July 2005: A message addressed to the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom and President of the G8 on the occasion of its 31st Annual Summit in Gleneagles, Scotland, 6-8 July 2005, conveying the positions and concerns of NAM on current issues of importance to the Movement, while addressing the need for an enhanced dialogue between NAM and the G8 on issues that affect the developing countries. 

(p) 11 July 2005: A statement issued on the occasion of the One Year Commemoration of the Advisory Opinion on the “Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory” rendered by the ICJ, at the Commemoration Meeting in Ramallah, conveying the Movement’s firm position on the illegality of the construction of the Israeli Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, which should be dismantled and immediately discontinued. 

(q) 29 September 2005: A message addressed to H.E. Mr. Mahmoud Abbas, President of the Palestinian National Authority on the occasion of the commemoration of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.

(r) 21 September 2005: A message, on behalf of the NAM State Signatories and Ratifiers to the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) at the Conference on Facilitating the Entry Into Force of the CTBT in New York.

(s) 21 November 205: A keynote address made at the Sixth Conference of Ministers of Information of the Non-Aligned Countries (COMINAC-VI) in Kuala Lumpur, which inter alia, stressed on the crucial issue of information divide among developed and developing countries, as well as calling upon the NAM member countries to explore possibility of creating various exchange programs in the information and communication arena involving journalists, reporters and media organization managers, in order to enhance a wider perspective and better understanding of other NAM member countries in the process.

(t) 29 May 2006: A keynote address made at the Ministerial Meeting of the NAM Co-ordinating Bureau in Putrajaya, which inter alia, touched on issues of importance and concern to the Movement covering political, security, international trade, development, international terrorism, social and cultural issues, as well as urging the NAM to use the leverage of its large membership to promote its collective interests within the framework of multilateralism.

(u) 13 July 2006: A message addressed to the President of the Russian Federation and President of the G8 on the occasion of its 32nd Annual Summit in St. Petersburg, 15-17 July 2006, conveying the views, positions and concerns of NAM on current issues of importance to the Movement, while addressing the need for an enhanced dialogue between NAM and the G8 on issues that affect the developing countries. 

(v) 19 July 2006: A statement on the situation in the Middle East, expressing NAM’s serious concern at the continued deterioration of the situation in the region particularly in Gaza and Lebanon, and condemns the disproportionate use of force by Israel in Gaza and Lebanon and the detention of Palestinian Ministers, members of the Palestinian Legislative Council and other Palestinian officials, which ignore the principles of international law and weakened efforts towards peace as well as demonstrating Israel’s lack of seriousness to be a genuine “Partner for Peace”. The statement has also called for an immediate ceasefire and the deployment of an international force, so as to de-escalate the conflict and stabilise the situation, and take other confidence-building measures between the parties, with the objective of resuming the peace process.

(w) 1 September 2006: Message on the occasion of the 45th Anniversary of the Founding of NAM and the Day of NAM.

Establishment of new NAM mechanisms

21. The NAM Business Council (NBC): Pursuant to one of the decisions of the NAM Business Forum, which was held in Kuala Lumpur on the margins of the XIII Summit, the NAM Business Council was officially launched in Kuala Lumpur in June 2004. The private-sector driven Council, currently being spearheaded by India and Malaysia, is intended to serve the interests of the business community in the NAM Member Countries through, among others, (a) establishing linkages and networking among them in the context of South-South cooperation, (b) harnessing their contribution within the framework of the revitalization of the Movement, (c) facilitating business match-making sessions, and (d) organising specific country/region workshops and sectoral sessions to enhance business interaction and interchange of ideas and information. In short, the Business Council is meant to complement other regional and international initiatives in an effort to intensify and strengthen partnerships between governments and business enterprises in trade and investment. In this regard, the Council has been convening annual meetings since 2004 and that it would launch relevant initiatives in due course.

22. The NAM News Network (NNN): Pursuant to one of the decisions of the 6th Conference of Ministers of Information of the Non-Aligned Countries (Kuala Lumpur, November 2005), the Kuala Lumpur-based NAM News Network began its operations in April 2006 and was officially launched on 27 June 2006, thereby formally replacing the Non-Aligned News Agency Pool (NANAP). The Network (www.namnewsnetwork.org), which is an internet-based news exchange and distribution arrangement involving news agencies and newspapers, is designed to effect a more sustained and efficient flow of news and information among the NAM Member Countries. It has assumed the role of initiator of awareness of the potential to expand trade and economic collaboration among the business communities of the Non-Aligned Countries through intelligence-sharing and e-knowledge capacity building, among others. Currently, the NNN is managed by the Malaysian National News Agency (BERNAMA) and it features news items, news images and news analyses contributed by participating official news agencies and news organizations of the NAM Member Countries, namely ANGOP (Angola), ANTARA (Indonesia), APP (Pakistan), APS (Algeria), APS (Senegal), BERNAMA (Malaysia), BBS (Bangladesh), BNA (Bahrain), BuaNews (South Africa), ENA (Ethiopia), GINA (Guyana), GNA (Ghana), IRNA (Iran), KBC (Kenya), KUNA (Kuwait), MAP (Morocco), MENA (Egypt), ONA (Oman), PETRA (Jordan), Prensa Latina (Cuba), QNA (Qatar), SABA (Yemen), SANA (Syria), SPA (Saudi Arabia), SUNA (Sudan), TNA (Thailand), VNA (Viet Nam), WAM (United Arab Emirates) and ZANIS (Zambia). Other official news agencies and news organizations of Member Countries would participate in the NNN process in due course. 

23. The NAM Institute for the Empowerment of Women (NIEW): Pursuant to one of the decisions of the NAM Ministerial Meeting on the Advancement of Women (Putrajaya, May 2005), the Kuala Lumpur-based NAM Institute for the Empowerment of Women (NIEW) began its operations in June 2006, with full funding from the Government of Malaysia. Its vision is to ensure the empowerment of women and the achievement of gender equality and rights of women, while its mission is to serve as a catalyst and vehicle for Member Countries to promote and undertake training and research programmes to contribute to the empowerment and advancement of women and gender equality, to develop effective management of gender-related knowledge and to build capacity to support governments and civil societies in their efforts to mainstream and integrate women’s perspectives and rights to equality into every sector of national development, and to strengthen South-South cooperation and partnership for the empowerment and advancement of women. The “Course on Gender and Development”, which was held in Kuala Lumpur from 14 to 25 August 2006, was the Institute’s inaugural training programme. It was attended by 15 Government officials and representatives of non-governmental organisations from 16 Member Countries, namely Belarus, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Chile, Indonesia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Mauritius, Morocco, Myanmar, Namibia, Saint Lucia, Sri Lanka, Syrian Arab Republic and Thailand, whose participation was fully funded by the Government of Malaysia. The Institute will organise more training programmes in the future in the areas of political and economic empowerment, education and information and communication technology, health and violence against women. The Institute will endeavour to ensure that the representatives of Member Countries will have the opportunity to participate in its training programmes in the future.

C. Activities of the NAM Coordinating Bureau in New York

24. The NAM Coordinating Bureau in New York, which was chaired by the Permanent Representative of Malaysia to the UN (H.E. Datuk Rastam Mohd Isa, March 2003-July 2005, and H.E. Datuk Hamidon Ali, July 2005-September 2006), has been the most active mechanism of NAM. In accordance with its terms of reference as stipulated in the Cartagena Document on Methodology and recognising the indispensable need to increase the strength and enhance the role of the Movement, the Bureau has met on a monthly basis, except during the peak period of UNGA Sessions, and as and when necessary to discuss exceptional topical issues which call for urgent consideration. Such issues include relevant developments concerning Belarus, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Myanmar, Palestine, Somalia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Turkmenistan, Venezuela and Zimbabwe, among others, and to receive reports from the Chairman as well as the NAM Working Groups and other mechanisms concerning their work and initiatives. Ultimately, it has remained the focal point and forum for coordination of NAM activities and preparations for its Summits and Ministerial Meetings and Conferences. 

25. The Coordinating Bureau focused its work on various key areas and issues, including, inter alia, (a) preparations for the XIV Summit and the Ministerial Meetings and Conferences of NAM; (b) follow-up to and implementation of the outcomes of the Summit and the Ministerial Meetings and Conferences of NAM; (c) role, methods of work and initiatives of NAM and the Coordinating Bureau; (d) reform of the UN, including the revitalisation of the General Assembly, reform of the Security Council, and relationship among the principal organs of the UN; (e) preparations for the 2005 UN World Summit and follow-up to its outcome; (f) situation in the Middle East, including Iraq, Lebanon and Palestine; and (g) other international peace and security questions.

26. The Coordinating Bureau has been utilised, as and when necessary, on a few occasions as a forum for NAM Member Countries to meet with the President of the General Assembly, UN Secretary-General and other senior officials of the UN to discuss key issues and developments affecting the UN and its Member States. These include the situation in Iraq and Lebanon, the 2005 World Summit and UN reform.

27. The work and activities of the Coordinating Bureau and its Chairman, as well as the Movement as a whole, have been greatly assisted by five Working Groups, four Ad Hoc Working Groups, seven Ad Hoc Drafting Groups and other mechanisms of the Coordinating Bureau. Their active role and considerable contributions in formulating and advancing the positions and concerns of NAM in their respective areas are elaborated in the following paragraphs. Efforts have been made by the Chair and the Coordinator of the Working Groups and other mechanisms to convene meetings and consultations as often as necessary. The Working Groups were also responsible in preparing and updating the paragraphs on the issues under their respective purview to be incorporated into the draft texts of the Final Document of the Summit and Ministerial Meetings and Conferences of NAM, as well as NAM’s proposals and comments on the relevant sections contained in the Report of the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change (2005), the Report of the Secretary-General entitled “In larger freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all” (2005), and the draft Outcome Document of the 2005 World Summit. The Chairman is extremely pleased and gratified with the high degree of commitment, dedication and spirit of volunteerism displayed by all mechanisms and their Coordinators, who have all been very effective and capable in the discharge of their assigned duties.

Chairman and Troika of the Coordinating Bureau

28. In general, the Chairman of the Coordinating Bureau has remained the NAM spokesperson and representative during the relevant UN meetings and activities in New York. Aside from chairing the regular meetings of the Bureau and delivering statements on behalf of NAM at relevant fora, in particular the General Assembly and the Security Council, the Chairman has held numerous consultations and meetings, under various settings, with his counterparts from among the UN Member States, Presidents or Chairpersons of various regional groupings especially the Chairman of the G-77 and the EU Presidency, Presidents of the General Assembly and the Security Council, UN Secretary-General, UN senior officials as well as other individuals and parties on various issues of concern to NAM. In most instances, the involvement of the Troika in such activities was necessary and crucial, which was consistent with the decisions of the XII and XIII Summits. The Chairman is extremely pleased with the high degree of support and cooperation that he has received from his Troika counterparts in this regard.

29. In the context of preparing for the Ministerial Meeting of the NAM Coordinating Bureau (Putrajaya, 27-30 May 2006), the Chairman has organised brainstorming sessions in March 2006 to explore new ideas and approaches in addressing the challenges facing the Movement and its Member Countries, both in the areas of substantive issues under the active consideration on the UN and methods of work of NAM itself. 

Joint Coordinating Committee (JCC) of the G-77 and NAM

30. In accordance with its Terms of Reference of 1994 and in recognising the importance of continued coordination and cooperation between NAM and the G-77 in promoting, in a collective manner, the interest of developing countries and further enhance their solidarity at the UN, the JCC was convened both at the Ambassadorial and expert levels on several occasions. The purpose of those meetings was to formulate and harmonise the positions of NAM and the G-77 primarily concerning UN reform issues, namely the revitalisation of work of the General Assembly; the Report of the High-Level Panel on Threat, Challenges and Change; the Report of the Secretary-General entitled “In larger freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all”; and the 2005 World Summit and follow-up to its outcome, in particular the review of mandates of UN programmes and activities. In addition, the Chairmen of NAM and the G-77 (Morocco in 2003, Qatar in 2004, Jamaica in 2005 and South Africa in 2006) maintained regular discussions and close cooperation in this regard, including through having joint meetings with the EU Presidency, the UN Secretary-General and other UN senior officials, as and when necessary.

Working Groups 

31. The Working Group on Disarmament under the Coordinatorship of Indonesia (Dr. Desra Percaya and Mr. Andy Rachmianto) held numerous consultations, on a regular basis, in conjunction with the various activities in the field of disarmament in 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006, such as the sessions of the First Committee of the UNGA; the sessions of the UN Disarmament Commission (UNDC); the 2005 Review Conference of States Parties to the NPT and its Sessions of Preparatory Committee (limited to the NAM States Parties to the NPT); and the UN Review Conference concerning the Programme of Action on Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) and its Session of Preparatory Committee in 2006. The Coordinator has led the Movement during the deliberations of those fora.

32. In the context of the First Committee of the UNGA, the Working Group tabled the following draft resolutions and decisions, which were approved by the Committee and subsequently adopted by the Plenary of the UNGA:

(a) Convening of the fourth special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament (SSOD-IV).

(b) Implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace.

(c) Measures to uphold the 1925 Geneva Protocol.

(d) Observance of environmental norms the drafting and implementation of agreements on disarmament and arms control.

(e) Promotion of multilateralism in the field of disarmament and international security.

(f) Relationship between disarmament and development.

(g) Review of the implementation of the Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security.

(h) UN regional centres for peace and disarmament.

33. In the context of the 2005 NPT Review Conference of the States Parties to the NPT (New York, 2-27 May 2005), the Coordinator of the Group NAM States Parties to the NPT presented five working papers and delivered five statements, including by the Foreign Minister of Malaysia, and made several interventions during the proceedings of the meeting. Similarly, the Group has played a pivotal and active role at the Sessions of the Preparatory Committee for the Conference.

34. The Working Group on Human Rights under the Coordinatorship of Malaysia (Ms. Astanah Abdul Aziz and Mr. Westmoreland Palon) held several consultations, specifically during the UNGA Sessions in 2003, 2004 and 2005. The Movement tabled three draft resolutions in the Third Committee of the 58th, 59th and 60th UNGA Sessions, entitled “Enhancement of international cooperation in the field of human rights,” “Human rights and unilateral coercive measures” and “Right to development”. The draft resolutions were approved by the Committee and subsequently adopted by the Plenary of the UNGA. The Coordinator made interventions during the discussion on country-specific resolutions in the Third Committee to advance the agreed NAM positions as contained in the Final Document of its Summit and Ministerial Conference.

35. The Working Group on Peacekeeping Operations under the Coordinatorship of Morocco (Mrs. Sou’ad El Alaoui) held numerous consultations, on a regular basis, in particular in the context of work of the Fourth Committee of the 58th, 59th and 60th UNGA Sessions (on agenda item entitled “Comprehensive review of the whole question of peacekeeping in all their aspects”), and the Sessions of the UN Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations (C-34) in 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006. The Movement, through the Coordinator of the Working Group, has played a prominent and active role in defending and advancing its positions and interests, based on agreed language, at those fora through, inter alia, the delivery of statements and interventions. 

36. The Working Group on UN Reform and General Assembly Revitalisation under the Coordinatorship of Algeria (H.E. Mr. Mourad Benmehidi, Mr. Abdelatif Debabeche and Mr. Abdelmalek Bouheddou) held numerous consultations on a regular basis, in particular in the context of the deliberations of the Plenary of the 58th, 59th and 60th UNGA Sessions; Informal Meetings of the Plenary on GA revitalisation, and the UNGA Ad Hoc Working Group concerning GA Revitalisation. The Coordinator delivered several statements and interventions, as well as has led the Movement during the deliberations of those fora, in preserving and advancing NAM positions, as contained in the Final Documents of the NAM Summits and Ministerial Meetings and Conferences as well as those formulated by the Working Group concerning specific issues. 

37. The Working Group on Security Council Reform under the Coordinatorship of Egypt (Mr. Yasser Elnaggar) held several consultations, in particular in the context of the deliberations of the Plenary of the 58th, 59th and 60th UNGA Sessions, and the UNGA Open-ended Working Group (OEWG) on the Question of Equitable Representation and Increase in the Membership of the Security Council and Other Matters Related to the Security Council. The Coordinator delivered statements and interventions, as well as has led the Movement during the work of those fora in preserving and advancing NAM agreed positions. However, no significant progress was achieved in this regard as a result of the long-established competing positions among the UN Member States on the issue.

Ad Hoc Working Groups 

38. An Ad Hoc Working Group (AHWG) on the Report of the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change was established in January 2005. The AHWG, under the Coordinatorship of the Chair of the Coordinating Bureau (H.E. Dato’ Radzi Rahman of Malaysia), was tasked to prepare, with the assistance of the Coordinators of all Working Groups and the Ad Hoc Sub-Working Group on Legal Matters (coordinated by Mr. Mahmoud Samy of Egypt), the comments and views of NAM on the relevant sections contained in the report. The outcome of the work by the AHWG was submitted to the UN Secretary-General for his consideration in preparing his report, which was later published as “In larger freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all” in March 2005, thereby concluding the work of the AHWG. Several inputs from NAM were incorporated into the report. 

39. An Ad Hoc Working Group (AHWG) on the Report of the Secretary-General entitled “In larger freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all" was established in March 2005. The AHWG, under the Coordinatorship of the Chair of the Coordinating Bureau (H.E. Dato’ Radzi Rahman of Malaysia), was tasked to prepare, with the assistance of the Coordinators of all Working Groups and the Ad Hoc Sub-Working Group on Legal Matters (coordinated by Mr. Mahmoud Samy of Egypt), the comments and views of NAM on the relevant sections contained in the report. The outcome of the work by the AHWG was submitted to the GA President for his consideration in preparing the draft Outcome Document of the 2005 World Summit, which was issued in June 2005, thereby concluding the work of the AHWG. Several inputs from NAM were incorporated into the text, and that they were also presented and advanced during the consultations convened by the GA President. 

40. An Ad Hoc Working Group (AHWG) on the Draft Outcome Document of the High-Level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly (2005 World Summit) was established in June 2005. The AHWG, under the Coordinatorship of the Chair of the Coordinating Bureau (H.E. Dato’ Radzi Rahman of Malaysia), was tasked to prepare, with the assistance of the Coordinators of all Working Groups and the Ad Hoc Sub-Working Group on Legal Matters (coordinated by Mr. Mahmoud Samy of Egypt), the comments and views of NAM on the relevant sections contained in the text and its subsequent revisions. The outcome of the work by the AHWG was submitted to the GA President for his consideration in finalizing the draft Outcome Document of the 2005 World Summit. The comments and views of NAM were also presented and advanced during the consultations convened by the GA President. The mandate of the AHWG was concluded upon the commencement of the 2005 World Summit in September 2005.

41. An Ad Hoc Working Group (AHWG) on Mandates Review was established recently in April 2006. The AHWG, under the Coordinatorship of Egypt (Mr. Yasser Elnaggar and Mr. Hisham Afifi) was tasked to prepare the comments and views of NAM concerning the review of mandates of UN programmes and activities following one of the decisions contained in the outcome of the 2005 World Summit. The outcome of the work by the AHWG, to-date, has been submitted to the GA President for his consideration in the context of the implementation of the decisions by the 2005 World Summit. The comments and views of NAM were also presented and advanced during the consultations convened by the Co-Chairs appointed by the GA President. The AHWG remains seized of developments on the subject.

Ad Hoc Drafting Groups

42. An Ad Hoc Drafting Group (AHDG) was established in August 2003 to prepare, under the Coordinatorship of the Chair of the Coordinating Bureau (Mr. Zainuddin Yahya and Mr. S.M. Hasrin Tengku Hussin of Malaysia), the Draft Communiqué of the Annual Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of NAM (New York, September 2003). The work of the AHDG was assisted by the Coordinators of the Working Groups, in particular Disarmament. 

43. An Ad Hoc Drafting Group (ADHG) was established in January 2004 to prepare, under the Coordinatorship of the Chair of the Coordinating Bureau (H.E. Dato’ Radzi Rahman of Malaysia), the Draft Resolution of the General Assembly concerning the Strengthening of the UN. The resolution is considered as a follow-up to the outcome of the XIII Summit. Subsequently and upon conclusion of consultations with the EU Presidency and other interested UN Member States, the draft resolution entitled “Reaffirming the central role of the UN in the maintenance of international peace and security and the promotion of international cooperation” was adopted by the General Assembly in August 2004 as Resolution 58/317. 

44. An Ad Hoc Drafting Group (AHDG) was established in August 2004 to prepare, under the Coordinatorship of South Africa, the Final Document of the XIV Ministerial Conference of NAM (Durban, August 2004). The work of the AHDG was assisted by the Coordinators of the Working Groups, in particular Disarmament.

45. An Ad Hoc Drafting Group (AHDG) was established in April 2005 to prepare, under the Coordinatorship of the Chair of the Coordinating Bureau (H.E. Dato’ Radzi Rahman of Malaysia), the Declaration of the NAM Ministerial Meeting of the Advancement of Women (Putrajaya, May 2005). The work of the AHDG was assisted by the Working Group on Human Rights.

46. An Ad Hoc Drafting Group was established in April 2005 to prepare, under the Coordinatorship of the Chairman of the Coordinating Bureau (H.E. Datuk Rastam Mohd Isa of Malaysia), the Final Document of the Special Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of NAM (Doha, May 2005).

47. An Ad Hoc Drafting Group (AHDG) was established in April 2006 to prepare, under the Coordinatorship of the Chair of the Coordinating Bureau (Mr. Ikram Mohd. Ibrahim and Mr. Westmoreland Palon of Malaysia), the Final Document of the Ministerial Meeting of the NAM Coordinating Bureau (Putrajaya, May 2006). The work of the AHDG was assisted by the Coordinators of the Working Groups, in particular Disarmament and Peacekeeping Operations. 

48. An Ad Hoc Drafting Group (ADHG) was established in August 2006 to prepare, under the Coordinatorship of the Chair of the Coordinating Bureau (Mr. Ikram Mohd. Ibrahim and Mr. Westmoreland Palon of Malaysia), the Final Document of the XIV NAM Summit (Havana, September 2006). The work of the AHDG was assisted and facilitated by the Coordinators of the Working Groups, in particular Disarmament.

NAM Caucus in the Security Council

49. The NAM Caucus in the Security Council met and consulted among themselves and with the Chairman and the Troika, when the need arises, in order to exchange views and formulate, where and whenever possible, a common position on certain issues of concern to NAM Member Countries, without prejudice to the sovereign rights of the Caucus members. They have also reported periodically to the Coordinating Bureau concerning their work and developments on relevant issues in the Council, with a view to enhance the coordination of the NAM positions between the Coordinating Bureau and the Caucus. In addition, the Chair facilitated the interaction between the Caucus and the delegations of NAM Member Countries, which have concerns on issues that are being or might be discussed in the Council, such as Iran, Iraq-Kuwait, Lebanon, Myanmar and Palestine, upon their request. The members of the NAM Caucus in the Security Council during the period under review are as follows:

(a) 2003: Angola, Cameroon, Chile, Guinea, Pakistan and Syrian Arab Republic.

(b) 2004: Algeria, Angola, Benin, Chile, Pakistan and the Philippines. 

(c) 2005: Algeria, Benin, the Philippines and United Republic of Tanzania. 

(d) 2006: Congo, Ghana, Peru, Qatar and United Republic of Tanzania.

D. Activities of the NAM Chapters

50. In the light of evolving nature of international affairs that require an immediate response from the Movement, the Chapters of NAM in Geneva, The Hague and Vienna are indispensable arrangements that have significantly contributed to the enhancement of the role, presence and effectiveness of the Movement in international fora beyond the UN in New York. Their role and responsibilities are consistent with the decisions by the leaders of NAM during their Summits in Durban in 1998 and Kuala Lumpur in 2003, as well as in accordance with the Cartagena Document on Methodology. In keeping with those decisions and provisions, the Chapters have maintained close coordination and cooperation with the Coordinating Bureau in New York, through its Chairman, as the focal point in this regard. During Malaysia’s Chairmanship, the Chapters in The Hague and Vienna were established in April 2003 and 6 June 2003, respectively, following the conclusion of the XIII Summit.

Chapter of NAM in Geneva 

51. The Chapter in Geneva, chaired by H.E. Datin Paduka Dr. Rajmah Hussain (2003-2004) and H.E. Dato’ Hsu King Bee (2004-2006) of Malaysia, has been active in addressing issues concerning human rights, including country-specific issues, reform and strengthening of the UN human rights machineries especially in the context of preparations for the 2005 World Summit; disarmament, including in the context of the Conference on Disarmament (CD) and meetings of States Parties to the relevant treaties; labour issues specifically in the context of work of the International Labour Organisation (ILO); and other ad hoc responsibilities. 

52. On human rights issues, the Chapter, on behalf of NAM and China, tabled three draft resolutions entitled “Right to development, “Unilateral coercive measures” and “Enhancement of international cooperation in the field of human rights”, at the 60th, 61st and 62nd Sessions of the Commission on Human Rights (CHR) in 2003, 2004 and 2005, respectively. Those texts were adopted by the Commission. In this regard, the Chair has held numerous consultations of the group and with other regional groupings, namely the African Group, Asian Group, EU, Group of Latin American and the Caribbean States (GRULAC), with the aim of securing their support to the NAM-sponsored draft resolutions. Among the significant achievements of the Chapter in this regard was in securing the support of the EU countries to the resolution on the “Right to development”. In addition, the Chapter has played a pivotal role in supporting the establishment and work of the Open-ended Working Group (OEWG) on the Right to Development as well as the High-Level Task Force on the Implementation of the Right to Development, in particular concerning the Millennium Development Goal 8 (global partnership for development). 

53. On reform of human rights mechanisms issues, in particular in the context of the Report of the Secretary-General entitled “In larger freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all” and his Explanatory Note on the proposed Human Rights Council, the Chapter has prepared its comments concerning the strengthening of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), strengthening of human rights treaty bodies and special mechanisms, and proposed establishment of the Human Rights Council to replace the Commission on Human Rights (CHR). These were submitted to the Coordinating Bureau in New York for its consideration to be incorporated into the Movement’s consolidated comments on those documents. 

54. The involvement of the Chapter in disarmament issues relates to the various meetings of the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCCW), Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and Conference on Disarmament (CD). The work of the Chapter in this regard includes representing the group in discussion with other groups, delivering statements and making interventions at the relevant fora, and preparing the positions and comments on relevant issues. 

55. On BWC, the Group of the NAM States Parties plus Brazil, China and Mexico, chaired by Malaysia, has held several consultations in order to coordinate and formulate the Group’s position and comments, which were presented and advanced at the meetings of States Parties. In essence, the Group’s principal concerns are the need for a non-discriminatory legally binding Protocol to the BWC, the issue of compliance with and implementation of the BWC, and the primary role of the States Parties thereof. 

56. Since Malaysia is not a State Party to the CCCW, Jordan, which succeeded South Africa, has coordinated the work of the Group of NAM States Parties in conjunction with the various meetings of States Parties. However, the Group was unable to participate actively in those meetings given the division among its members on many issues, in particular on the restrictive use of mines other than anti-personnel mines, and the obligation of the user to provide assistance in the clearance, removal and destruction of existing explosive remnants of war. 

57. The Chair has held several consultations in order to coordinate and formulate the positions and comments of the Group of NAM States Parties to the NPT for the 2nd Session of the Preparatory Committee for the 2005 Review Conference of the States Parties to the NPT (Geneva, April/May 2003) and the 2005 Review Conference of States Parties to the NPT (New York, May 2005). They were also transmitted to the Coordinating Bureau in New York, through its Working Group on Disarmament, for consideration. In this context, the Group also met with the President-designate of the Review Conference and the Chairman-designate of the 3rd Session of the Preparatory Committee for the Review Conference. 

58. In the context of the Conference on Disarmament (CD), the Chair has held consultations, on a regular basis, with the Coordinator of the Group of Twenty-one (G-21) in promoting the NAM positions in the CD. The Chair has assisted the Coordinator of the G-21 in preparing draft statements on four core items deliberated by the Plenary Meetings of the CD held under the Presidency of Norway in June and July 2005. The items, which were of importance to NAM, were nuclear disarmament, negative security assurances (NSA), and prevention of an arms race in outer space (PAROS). The Chairperson also delivered statements at those meetings, wherein the Movement’s positions on those issues were reiterated.

59. On labour issues, the Chapter dealt with issues under the agenda of the annual Sessions of the International Labour Conference (ILC) and the Sessions of the Governing Body of the ILO in 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006, as elaborated in the preceding paragraphs. In this regard, the Chair has held several consultations of the Chapter in order to coordinate and prepare for the Annual Informal Meetings of the Ministers of Labour of NAM. The Chairperson and the NAM Ambassadors have had discussion with the Chairman of the Workers’ Group in 2005 and 2006 concerning NAM’s concerns on the Committee on the Application of Standards (CAS) of the ILO, as contained in its working paper endorsed by the Ministers.

Chapter of NAM in Vienna

60. The Chapter in Vienna, chaired by H.E. Dato’ Hussein Haniff (2003-2005) and H.E. Datin Paduka Dr. Rajmah Hussain (2005-2006) of Malaysia, was active in addressing issues concerning nuclear non-proliferation and peaceful uses of nuclear energy under the agenda of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), and work relating to the Conference on Facilitating the entry into Force of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), or generally known as the Article 14 Conference. This was achieved through, inter alia, the statements delivered, interventions made and position papers presented at the meetings of the Board of Governors of the Agency IAEA, in particular concerning the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and other matters related thereto, negative security assurances, establishment of a zone free of weapons of mass destruction in the Middle East, the strengthening of the Agency such as through the creation of a committee on Safeguard and Verification, and on the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Islamic Republic of Iran, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and Republic of Korea; as well as at the Article 14 Conferences. In this regard, the Chair has held numerous meetings and consultations of the Chapter, both at the Ambassadorial and expert levels, as well as with the EU, with the aim of securing their support to the NAM-sponsored draft resolutions. The Chapter also submitted inputs and elements on relevant issues, for the consideration of the Coordinating Bureau in New York, through its Working Group on Disarmament, for the 3rd Session of the Preparatory Committee of 2005 NPT Review Conference (New York, May 2004), 2005 NPT Review Conference (New York, May 2005) and concerning the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO).

Chapter of NAM in The Hague 

61. The Chapter in The Hague, chaired by H.E. Dato’ Noor Farida Ariffin of Malaysia, was primarily focused on coordinating, formulating and advancing the positions and interests of the NAM States Parties to the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) and China during the deliberations of the 1st Review Conference of the CWC (28 April-3 May 2003), the 8th, 9th and 10th Sessions of the Conference of State Parties to the CWC (October 2003, November 2004, November 2005, respectively), the 40th, 41st 42nd, 44th, 45th and 46th Meetings of the Executive Council of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) (March 2005, June 2005, September 2005, March 2006, May 2006 and July 2006, respectively). The Chapter has played a prominent and visible role during the deliberations of those meetings as well as other matters related thereto, in particular through delivering joint statements and interventions on behalf of the NAM States Parties and China. The Chapter decided not to deliver a joint statement at the 43rd Meeting of the Executive Committee of the OPCW in December 2005 in view of the absence of substantive issues to be discussed as it was held immediately after the 10th Conference of States Parties to the CWC. In September 2006, Malaysia coordinated the formulation of the position of the NAM States Parties to the CWC on the Draft Programme and Budget of the OPCW for 2007, which will be tabled at the 11th Conference of States Parties in December 2006. 

G. Other Issues

45th Anniversary of NAM

62. In accordance with a decision of the Ministerial Meeting of the NAM Coordinating Bureau (Putrajaya, May 2006), a meeting of the Coordinating Bureau in New York was held on 1 September 2006 to commemorate the 45th Anniversary of the Founding of NAM and the Day of NAM. During the meeting, the Message by the Chairmanship and Messages or statements by the leaders or representatives of the Former Chair Countries of the Movement (Algeria, Egypt, Colombia, Cuba, India, Indonesia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Zambia and Zimbabwe) was read out by their respective Permanent Representatives or Charge d’Affaires a.i.

Membership

63. During Malaysia’s Chairmanship, four Countries were admitted as Members of the Movement, namely Timor-Leste and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, whose application was formally endorsed during the XIII Summit; as well as Antigua and Barbuda and the Commonwealth of Dominica (formerly Observer Countries), whose application was approved during the Ministerial Meeting of the NAM Coordinating Bureau (Putrajaya, May 2006) and will be formally endorsed by the XIV Summit. In addition, the application by Haiti and Saint Kitts and Nevis for membership will similarly be formally endorsed during the XIV Summit. With the addition of these four Countries, the NAM membership stands at 118.

64. The membership of NAM was reduced from 116 to 114 on 1 May 2004 as a result of the withdrawal Cyprus and Malta in conjunction with their membership in the European Union (EU). These two Countries have continued to associate themselves with the Movement through their participation as Guests in its Summit and Ministerial Meetings and Conferences.

Observer Country

65. Upon the recommendation of the Coordinating Bureau, Bosnia and Herzegovina was accorded Observer Country status during the XIV Ministerial Conference (Durban, August 2004), bringing the number of Observer Countries to 15. 

66. Following the secession of Montenegro from the Republic of Serbia and Montengro and following the formation of the Republic of Montenegro in June 2006, necessary measures have been taken to reflect Serbia as an Observer Country. To-date, Montenegro has not indicated its interest to have the same status.

Observer Organisation

67. The application by the South Centre, which is based in Geneva, for Observer Organisation status has been approved by the Coordinating Bureau in New York on 1 September 2006. It would be formally endorsed during the XIV Summit, which would increase the number of Observer Organisations to the Movement to eight.

Outgoing Chair of the Non-Aligned Movement

10 September 2006

