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The Second First Ladies Summit of the Non-Aligned Movement
on Food Security and Women's Access to Resources

Rome, 15 November, 2009

____ 

1- The Second First Ladies Summit of the Non-Aligned Movement on Food Security and Women's Access to Resources was held in Rome, on 15 November, 2009, at the headquarters of the Food and Agriculture Organization.

2- The following Members of the Movement attended the Summit: Afghanistan, Algeria, Bahrain, Chad, Cuba, Egypt, Gabon, Gambia, Guatemala, Guinea-Bissau, Islamic Republic of Iran, IRAQ, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mali, Myanmar, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Senegal, Somalia, South Africa, Suriname, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Venezuela, Yemen, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  El Salvador attended the Summit as an observer. 
Opening Session
3- H.E. Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak, the First Lady of the Arabic Republic of Egypt and chairperson of the Summit delivered the inaugural address of the Summit, emphasizing the need to maintain the momentum created by the Sharm El-Sheikh NAM First Ladies summit held last July on Women and Crisis Management. Food security was underlined both as a fundamental human right and  a pre-requisite for achieving peace and stability. Food insecurity was perhaps the most daunting challenge facing women in developing countries, as more than one billion people worldwide were malnourished and the international community was far from achieving MDG 1 of halving the number of hungry people in the world by 2015. This situation is morally unacceptable. The need to invest in new technologies, channeling a gender perspective in decision making processes, effective training for women, awareness raising on the links between health and malnutrition and contributing to sustainable food security by facing the challenges posed by climate change, were all emphasized. Success stories from Egypt, such as the FAO Telefood Project and the facilitation of credit by the Social Fund for Development were highlighted. Her Excellency Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak underscored the need to issue a strong, clear and united message to the World Summit on Food Security.

4 - H.E. Mr. Ali Treki, President of the United Nations General Assembly, highlighted women’s significant contribution to agricultural production and providing food security for the family. He indicated that the UNGA accorded the highest priority to achieving food security. All were called upon to invest in rural women and help women farmers face existing challenges. He pointed out that the forecast was bleak amidst current and potential crises, and hence the need for collective action. H.E. Mr. Treki stressed that he would spare no effort, as President of the UNGA, to establish the unified composite gender entity of the United Nations at the present session of the General Assembly. 

5- H.E. Mrs. Laila Ben Ali, First Lady of Tunisia, in her capacity as Chairperson of the Arab Organization for Women, emphasized the importance of investing in rural women. Enhancing women’s rights is essential for achieving comprehensive and sustainable development.. The First Lady of Tunisia stated that the Arab Organization for Women will endeavor to consolidate the various programs designed to improve the conditions of Arab women and enhance their role in promoting comprehensive and sustainable development in Arab countries, based on the principles of equality, justice and balanced partnership between men and women. 

6- H.E. Dr. Jacques Diouf, Director-General  of FAO, stressed the necessity of achieving more equitable access to resources and services and other means of production for women. It is equally important  to adapt these measures to women’s needs. He called for the development of “targeted technologies” which would afford women farmers more time to focus on other necessities of life. He also advocated training and capacity building which would allow women to increase their incomes. H.E. Dr. Diouf stated that the current food insecurity situation was unacceptable, and that there was a need to change the immoral order in which the planet was living today. 

7- All participants commended the initiative of H.E. Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak to convene the Summit as a timely and important event. 

8- The efforts undertaken by the FAO and its Director-General in fighting food insecurity and reducing hunger, as well as the initiative of H.E. Dr. Jacques Diouf to lead a one day hunger strike to draw attention to the scourge of hunger, were recognized and commended. 
9- The meeting adopted its agenda and programme of work. The concept paper of the Summit also forms part of its documentation. 
Panel I : National Experiences in ensuring women’s access to land and credit to reduce hunger. 

10- Panelists included M. KanayoNwanze President of the IFAD, Dr. Mankombu Swaminathan, Research Foundation ( panelist and moderator ) and Mr. Hafez Ghanem, ADG Economic and Social Development Department of the FAO. 

11- Pakistan, Kuwait, Senegal, Iran, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Algeria, Lebanon, Cuba, Gambia, Guatemala, Venezuela, Mali and Egypt registered to speak under Panel I chaired by H.E. Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak. 

12- In addition, the spouse of the mayor of the city of Rome, special guest of the Summit, and the President of the Islamic Bank for Development made important presentations. 
13- The panelists highlighted a number of key elements in connection with the theme under discussion. It is recognized that women hold the key to achieving food security. On this premise, enhancing women's access to land and credit is of utmost importance, given the obstacles faced by women in both domains. Efforts must be scaled up and current trends changed if women are to achieve better access to productive resources. In this context, it is useful to move from a "patronage approach" to a "rights approach". It is also vital to take local socio-cultural contexts into account. Women must equally assume a central role in mitigating the negative effects of climate change. With a view to achieving these objectives, good governance and sound policy are deemed to be essential, including enhanced participation of women at all levels of decision making processes.    
14- During the discussion, numerous conclusions and recommendations were made, including the following: 

· The Summit is a timely initiative, which can and should play an important role in helping improve the food security situation in the world today. 

· The meeting provided an opportunity for cross-learning on a number of fundamental elements in combating hunger and achieving food security, such as access to land, credit, new technologies, knowhow, training and other productive assets. 

· The invisible contribution of women in achieving food security and their potential in this regard was stressed. 

· There was a growing shift from a food security paradigm to a nutritious security approach. 

· The challenges posed by climate change, desertification and terrorism to efforts aimed at improving the food security situation, and the urgent need to confront them, were underscored. 

· The need to increase investment in new technologies was emphasized as they contribute to reducing working hours for women farmers and provide them with means to increase their incomes. 

· A number of practical measures, having proven to be effective in different countries, were recommended as potential means to help fight hunger and food insecurity while taking into account fully the particular situation and predicaments faced by women, including :

· improving access to information

· rendering more efficient the methods pertaining to food distribution

· enhancing women farmers organizations

·  increasing the number of women in decision making positions at political levels

· improving land management schemes

· land reform leading to recognizing the equal right of women and men to inheritance 

· allocating more land to women 

· providing interest-free micro credit and credit facilities 
· The need to create a new vision and create partnerships aimed at improving the hunger and food security situation in conflict zones was emphasized. 

· The Chairperson of the Summit and other participants welcomed the expressed readiness of IFAD and the IDB to contribute to the implementation of the recommendations emanating from the discussions.
Panel II: National Experiences in ensuring women’s access to human capital and knowledge to reduce hunger. 
15- Panelists included H.E Mr. John Kufuor, WFP ambassador against hunger and former President of Republic of Ghana ( panelist and Moderator ), Ms. Josette Sheeran, the Executive Director of WFP and Ms. Annika Soder ADG office of the UN coordination and Millennium Development Goals Follow up.

16- Iran, Suriname, South Africa, Iraq, Guinea-Bissau, Bahrain, Nigeria and Libya, Cuba and Egypt registered to speak under Panel II, chaired by H.E. Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak. 

17- The panelists presented a wealth of views and ideas in connection with the theme under discussion. They emphasized that while all shared common objectives, there is a need for specific and concrete measures to achieve the required progress. Public policy must be seen as the undercurrent for all efforts geared towards achieving equality between men and women and realizing the MDGs. Targeted measures should be undertaken to support an agricultural development approach, including more investment in rural areas establishing adequate infrastructure for agriculture and providing and ensuring sufficient water supplies. New technologies must also provide incentives for small famers.  In addition, access to markets is vital to achieving viability for farmers in rural areas and beyond.   
18- During the discussion, numerous conclusions and recommendations were made, including the following: 

· The priority of increasing the quality of life of women, including an increased focus on family planning and reproductive rights, was underscored as a fundamental element in eradicating hunger all over the world.

· There is a need for planning public policies capable of boosting supporting mechanisms, which target women, taking into account the current challenges the world is facing.

· It is highly important to ensure education and healthcare in order to increase women’s confidence and condition, which will be positively reflected in the empowerment of women and their professional capacity.

· Technology is considered to be an added value to women, as it will enable women to improve the quality of their produce

· Women market skills, such as negotiation, must be enhanced in order to improve their capacity and conditions.

· The need to ensure women’s access to human capital and knowledge to reduce hunger was recognized as part of a common consensus among all relevant partners, especially WFP, IFAD, FAO and IDB, and also among governments. In this regard, NGO’s and other civil society institutions must be present to guarantee maximum support for women.

· Entrepreneurship and partnerships with business enterprises are essential in developing human capital and improving knowledge. 

Closing session.

19- H.E. Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak stated that the participants in the Summit managed to exchange national experiences, and to identify the challenges and obstacles NAM Countries confront in their joint efforts to achieve food security and combat hunger, as well as potential solutions and success stories which may be replicated.

20-- H.E. Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak stressed the importance of making the voice of the First Ladies of the NAM, representing more than two billion women from developing countries, heard during the World Summit on Food Security. It is for this reason that H.E. Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak proposed a draft message reflecting the consensus language of both NAM and G-77 on the needs of the developing countries, and women in particular, in their struggle to eradicate hunger and poverty. 

21- The Summit adopted the proposed message addressed to the World Summit on Food Security. 

22 -  The Chairperson declared the Summit closed. 
Annexes: 

· Agenda 

· Programme of Work

· Concept paper of the Summit

· Message to the World Summit on Food Security 
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