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MESSAGE

From

THE SECOND NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT FIRST LADIES SUMMIT

to

“THE WORLD SUMMIT ON FOOD SECURITY” 

We, the First ladies of the Non-Aligned Movement, gathered in Rome on November 15, 2009, held our  second summit on "Food Security and Women's Access to Resources" on the occasion of the World Summit on Food Security.

Alarmed that the number of people living in hunger is increasing and that global food security is facing the greatest challenge in modern history, affecting more than one billion people, mostly in developing countries. 
Recognizing that agriculture plays a crucial role in addressing the needs of a growing global population and is inextricably linked to poverty eradication, especially in developing countries, and stressing that agriculture and rural development approaches are therefore essential to achieving food security. 
Reaffirming the right of everyone to have access to safe and nutritious food, consistent with the right to adequate food and the fundamental right of everyone to be free of hunger.  
Mindful that while women play a vital role in the family's nutrition and in ensuring food security at the local and national levels, they have significantly less access than men to all of the productive resources necessary for agriculture and food security, in particular land, credit, technology, information, human capital, extension services and inputs such as seeds and fertilizers.
Having shared experiences, we commit ourselves to:

· Intensify advocacy to place agriculture at the center of our countries' development agenda to achieve the Millennium Development Goals(MDGs);

· Support and ensure the availability of an adequate financial, legal and institutional framework to guarantee women's access to resources for sustainable food security;

· Mobilize resources, including funding and local expertise to strengthen women and farmer's organizations and enhance women representation as full partners in achieving food security;

· Identify and share best practices relevant to women's access to resources, including national and institutional funding mechanisms;

· Promote and design policies and decision making processes adapted to each country’s economic and social conditions, by mobilizing political support, and by improving the governance of agriculture.

· Strengthen the use of safety nets, by providing social assistance to those in need in order to increase both efficiency and welfare.

· Support the collection and analysis of gender disaggregated statistics and their use in policy making;

· Encourage partnerships among NAM countries as well as South/South and trilateral cooperation to empower women, at all level, to participate and contribute to fighting food insecurity and hunger;

We, the First Ladies of the Non-Aligned Movement, representing more than 2 billion women  from developing countries, call upon Heads of State and Government to act now and take concrete measures to place Food Security as  the top priority in all countries, and to ensure that decisions reflect a strong commitment to the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals and targets and the eradication of hunger by  2025
We call upon the United Nations system to elaborate a coherent strategy to help build the capacity of women in developing countries in order to implement these objectives. 

We would like to express our appreciation to the Food and Agriculture Organization, and it’s Director General Dr.Jacques Diouf for their unrelenting efforts to achieve a world free of hunger.

Rome, 15 November 2009

